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The Opium Wars
The Opium Wars were two armed conflicts in China which occurred in the mid 19th century. The Wars were between the Qing dynasty which ruled China from 1644 and the Western countries. The first Opium War took place between 1839 and 1844. The war was fought between Britain and China (Grasso et al., 2015). The second Opium War, which was also known as the Anglo-French War or the Arrow War took place between 1856 and 1860. The second Opium War was fought by France and Britain against China. In both wars, the foreign powers always won and as a result gained legal and territorial concessions, and also commercial privileges in China (Kang, 2018). The Opium Wars simply meant that a Western nation was forcing its will on another country, a term best described as imperialism. The two conflicts were a start of an era that was characterized by unequal treaties and the ultimate weakening of the Qing dynasty in favor of China as a republic in the 20th century. The two Wars had a lasting impact on China and Britain. 
Impact of the Wars on China
Political Impact 
The political system in China was adversely affected by the Opium Wars and the period was characterized by loss of power by the Chinese republican even loss of control over her own territories. Two major treaties changed the political system in the country and they include the Nanjing and the Tientsin treaties. The Treaty of Nanjing was signed in August, 1842. The treaty marked the end of the first Opium War (Lovell, 2015). The treaty also established the Canton system which was a new trading pattern that was developed between the foreign merchants and the Chinese government. The Co-Hong were the only authorized merchants to trade at Canton. The Treaty of Tietsing was signed on June 26th and 27th in 1858 (Grasso et al., 2015). The treaty was signed between the French and the British powers and the result was the opening of more ports in China. The treaties were a response by China and saw the country grant some powers to Great Britain. The European countries granted themselves more powers in China. The Chinese people were frustrated due to the conflicts and they ended up staging the Boxer and the Taiping Rebellions. 
Economic Impact 
China was forced to trade with other parts of the world which adversely affected her economy. In 1820 the economy of China was among the largest in the world but the two Opium Wars significantly weakened the economy. A decade after the Second Opium War the economy of China had fallen to half the initial GDP (Lovell, 2015). Her economic powers were strong for many centuries until the Opium wars began. China was initially self-sufficient before the two wars struck and the country did not need any foreign goods. The Opium Wars opened the British opium market into China. Before the Wars began foreigners could only pay for goods using silver but after the Wars they could use other trade goods or even opium to pay (Grasso et al., 2015). With the signing of the Unequal Treaties China was forced into opening numerous ports for foreign trade. China also was to allow Foreign Legations in Beijing. There was an increased addiction to opium which greatly devastated the economy of China. The Chinese Taxpayers were still required to pay their taxes using silver. The Wars, however, increased the tea and silk export in China. 
Social Impacts
The two Wars also greatly impacted on the social lives in the Chinese society. There was job loss especially among the textile workers and the many boatmen due to the loss of dominance by the country on the ports (Grasso et al., 2015). There was no need to transport goods into Canton. The textile workers could not compete with the machine-made textiles from the Western countries in terms of prices and quality. Due to the low sales most of them opted to quit the industry and that meant joblessness (Lovell, 2015). The society was also impacted negatively through opium addiction which affected millions of people. Men aged between 18 and 35 years of age were the most affected group by the opium addiction. The estimates were that by 1881 over 120 million were already addicts. The opium addiction led to social problems such as violence and criminal activities including stealing and pirating. 
Impacts of the Wars on Great Britain
The Great Britain entered into the war with China in 1840 over questions of trade, national dignity, diplomacy and the most important factor was drug trafficking. Great Britain greatly gained from the Opium Wars economically in different ways. The Chinese ports were opened to foreign trade and especially from the Western countries (Grasso et al., 2015). The Hong Kong port was given to the Great Britain. Great Britain grew her economy though dominance in the Opium Wars. The country now had a greater access into the trade that took place between China and the Western nations. The win over some ports meant that Great Britain could easily control trade to her own advantage. 
Political reasons were also some of the factors that led to Great Britain taking part in the Opium Wars. Great Britain used her powerful military to make China buy into her demands. Great Britain forced China to cede territories and also into signing unequal treaties. Great Britain won the control of several ports and territories in China through the use of her military powers. China lost her powers to a foreign country and her GDP was adversely by the loss of control over trade to the foreign nation (Grasso et al., 2015). The signing of the treaties and the provisions that China granted to Great Britain at the Treaty of Nanjing only meant that Great Britain could easily fulfill her political goals in the Opium Wars. Great Britain ended up gaining more from the wars especially in terms of political powers and the ability to control trade in the country. 
The Treaty of Nanjing 
The Treaty of Nanjing was a peace treaty which saw the ending of the First Opium War between Qing Dynasty and United Kingdom. It was one of the unequal treaties that China had been forced to sign by Great Britain. The treaty only benefited the British Merchants. The treaty had various provisions (Lovell, 2015). One of the provisions of the Treaty was that China agreed to give up powers on the Hong Kong Empire to the British Empire. China also agreed to open up some ports for foreign trade. The ports were Amoy, Foochow, Shanghai, Ningpo and Canton. Great Britain was to receive compensation which included Most Favored Nation status, 21 million ounces of silver, Extraterritoriality for the citizens of Britain who were residing in China and also fixed tariffs. The last provision of the Treaty was the allowance of British missionaries into the Central China. The British Empire was thus granted dominance in China and had the ability to control trade especially at the ports. 
The Mandate from Heaven was a Chinese philosophical concept which stipulated the circumstances under which a ruler was allowed to rule. Good and loyal rulers were allowed to rule under the philosophy while those that were unjust and despotic saw their mandate revoked. Rulers were just expected to be good and not necessarily be from a noble birth (Aron, 2017). Some of the factors which were used to signify that a ruler had failed in their Mandate of Heaven were an overthrow, famine and natural disasters (Lovell, 2015). China lost some of her political powers to Greta Britain and that was enough a reason to end the philosophy. China lost her political system and a culture that had greatly helped define the roles of the leaders.  
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